
A prayer for men

By Rick Warren in recognition of Father’s Day



Dear God

▪ I pray that each one of us will make God the foundation of our lives

▪ You have said that reverence for God gives a man deep strength,

▪ And what we need today are men with deep strength.



Dear God

▪ I pray that each one of us will make God the foundation of our lives

▪ You have said that reverence for God gives a man deep strength,

▪ And what we need today are men with deep strength.

▪ Help us to build our firm foundation on Jesus Christ.



Dear God

▪ And Lord, when everybody else is running the race for acquisitions,
– and achievements and accomplishments and appearance,

– help us to remember that what matters most is love;

– and to love You, and to love our wives, our sisters, our families, our kids, our 
friends, and yes, even our enemies.



Dear God

▪ And Lord, when everybody else is running the race for acquisitions,
– and achievements and accomplishments and appearance,

– help us to remember that what matters most is love;

– and to love You, and to love our wives, our sisters, our families, our kids, our 
friends, and yes, even our enemies.

▪ Help us to remember, Jesus , that You said that our care for others 
is the measure of out greatness.

▪ Help us to live our lives away and learn what it means to really 
live.



Nothin else matters

▪ We realize that everything else is gonna burn up, it’s gonna pass 
away, but the man who does the will of God will live forever.

▪ And most important of all, I pray for these men, that You give them a 
new sense of courage.

▪ The courage to stand alone.

▪ To be strong, to do everything in love, but to not be swayed by the 
opinions of the majority.
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▪ And use these men to save our people and to save our cities.
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▪ And I pray this blessing in the name of the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.



Nothin else matters

▪ We realize that everything else is gonna burn up, it’s gonna pass away, but 
the man who does the will of God will live forever.

▪ And most important of all, I pray for these men, that You give them a new 
sense of courage.

▪ The courage to stand alone.

▪ To be strong, to do everything in love, but to not be swayed by the opinions 
of the majority.

▪ And use these men to save our people and to save our cities.

▪ And I pray this blessing in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit.

▪ Amen



Dear God

▪ I pray that each one of us will 
make God the foundation of 
our lives

Scripture support

▪ Matthew 7:24-27
– 24 “Everyone then who hears these words 

of mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. 

– 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had 
been founded on the rock. 

– 26 And everyone who hears these words 
of mine and does not do them will be like 
a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand. 

– 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat against that 
house, and it fell, and great was the fall 
of it.”

Prayer



Dear God

Prayer

▪ I pray that each one of us will 
make God the foundation of 
our lives

▪ You have said that reverence 
for God gives a man deep 
strength,

Scripture support

▪ Matthew 7:24-27
– 24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine 

and does them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock…”

▪ Proverbs 14:26-28
– 26 Reverence for God gives a man deep strength; 

his children have a place of refuge and security.

– 27 Reverence for the Lord is a fountain of life; its 
waters keep a man from death.

– 28 A growing population is a king’s glory; a 
dwindling nation is his doom.

▪ Proverbs 9:10 (ESV)
– 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.



Dear God

Prayer

▪ I pray that each one of us will 
make God the foundation of 
our lives

▪ You have said that reverence 
for God gives a man deep 
strength,

▪ And what we need today are 
men with deep strength.

Scripture support

▪ Matthew 7:24-27
– 24 “Everyone then who hears these words 

of mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock…”

▪ Proverbs 14:26-28
– 26 Reverence for God gives a man deep 

strength; his children have a place of 
refuge and security.

– 27 Reverence for the Lord is a fountain of 
life; its waters keep a man from death.

– 28 A growing population is a king’s glory; 
a dwindling nation is his doom.

Help us to build our firm foundation on Jesus Christ.



Dear God

▪ And Lord, when everybody else is 
running the race for acquisitions, 
and achievements and 
accomplishments and 
appearance,

▪ Help us to remember that what 
matters most is love.

▪ Oh, Lord hold my hand while I run this race, I 
don't want to run this race in vain, this race in 
vain. 

▪ Hebrews 12:1-3 New International Version 
(NIV)
– 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 

– 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

– 3 Consider him who endured such opposition 
from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and 
lose heart.



Dear God

▪ And Lord, when everybody else is 
running the race for acquisitions,

▪ And achievements and 
accomplishments and 
appearance,

▪ Help us to remember that what 
matters most is love.

▪ To love You, and to love our wives, 
our sisters, our families, our kids, 
our friends, and yes, even our 
enemies.

▪ Oh, Lord hold my hand while I run this race, I don't want to run this race
in vain, this race in vain. 

▪ Hebrews 12:1-3 New International Version (NIV)

– 12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run 
with perseverance the race marked out for us, 

– 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before 
him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

– 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.

▪ Proverbs 10:12Hatred stirs up strife, but love
covers all sins.

▪ Proverbs 17:9 Whoever would foster love
covers over an offense. 

▪ I Peter 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply 
because love covers over a multitude of sins



Dear God

• Help us to remember, Jesus , 
that You said that our care for 
others is the measure of our 
greatness.

• Help us to live our lives away 
and learn what it means to 
really live

▪ Luke 9:46-48 Living Bible (TLB)

▪ 46 Now came an argument among them as to 
which of them would be greatest in the coming 
Kingdom![a]

▪ 47 But Jesus knew their thoughts, so he stood a 
little child beside him 

▪ 48 and said to them, “Anyone who takes care of a 
little child like this is caring for me! And whoever 
cares for me is caring for God who sent me. Your 
care for others is the measure of your greatness.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9:46-48&version=NLT;TLB#fen-TLB-22560a


Nothin else matters

▪ We realize that everything else is gonna burn up, it’s gonna pass away, but 
the man who does the will of God will live forever.

▪ And most important of all, I pray for these men, that You give them a new 
sense of courage.

▪ The courage to stand alone.

▪ To be strong, to do everything in love, but to not be swayed by the opinions 
of the majority.

▪ And use these men to save our people and to save our cities.

▪ And I pray this blessing in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit.

▪ Amen



Foundation

▪ Matthew 7:24-27 ESV
– “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 

rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because 
it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

▪ Luke 6:47-49 ESV 
– Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: he is like a man 

building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the stream broke 
against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built. But the one who hears and does not do 
them is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, 
immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.” 

▪ 1 Corinthians 3:11 ESV 
– For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

▪ Isaiah 28:16 ESV 
– Therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested 

stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: ‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7:24-27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6:47-49&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3:11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+28:16&version=ESV

